Happy Allied Health Professionals Day!
A message of thanks and celebration from the Allied Health Policy Secretariat

In2022,the B.C. government proclaimed October 14th 55 Allied Health Professionals Day.
Thisyear we are excited to continue to profile and raise awareness of the allied health

workforce on October 14" through this proclamation.

B.C.joins health care systems around the world by acknowledging and celebrating the allied
health workforce as we take steps towards raising awareness and recognition of the key
rolestheallied health workforceplayincontributingtotimely,accessible,appropriate,
culturallysafe, highqualityhealthcare services.

In B.C,, thealliedhealthworkforceincludesmorethan 70disciplinesandapproximately 75,000
individuals providingarange of preventative, diagnostic, technical,and therapeutichealthcare
andclinicalsupport servicesacrossthelifespanandcarecontinuum.

Allied health professions andoccupationscontributespecializedexpertise,education,
research,and leadership, often working asintegralmembers of a collaborative health care
teamtoimprove the health andwellbeing of the people of British Columbia.

OnJuly 31,2023, the Ministry of Healthappointed Lorrie Cramb as the Provincial Chief Allied
Health Officer (PCAHO)-thefirstpositionofitskindin Canada, based onbest practice evidence
fromseveralinternational jurisdictions.Establishingthisleadershiproleingovernment
highlightshowBritish Columbiacontinuesto leadthewayinrecognizingandsupportingallied
health professionals, raising the profile of thisdiverse, highlyspecialized workforceand
strengtheningleadershipforallied healthplanningandservicedelivery.

September 29,2023 marksthe one-yearanniversaryofthereleaseof B.C.’s Health Human
Resources Strategy(HHRStrategy), B.C.’s strategyforadiverse, accessible,and sustainable
health careworkforceand system. The AHPSis pleased tobe leading or supporting42 ofthe 70
actionstohelptrain, recruit, retain andoptimizethealliedhealthworkforce.

Wealsowishtoacknowledge the professionsand occupationsthatare celebrating their
own recognitiondatesinOctoberincludingoccupationaltherapists, pharmacy
technicians,spiritualhealth practitioners, and respiratory therapists.

Thankyouforyour ongoing commitmentto providing safe, high quality health caretothe
people of British Columbia.
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