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BCSLS 

Annual General Meeting Minutes  

Oct. 27, 2018 – 8:00 am to 10:00 am 

 Mary Winspear Centre 
Sidney, BC 

 
 
 

1.0      INTRODUCTIONS 

The President, Devena Steinmann, introduced herself and the members of the BCSLS 

Board of Directors. She also introduced the Executive Director, Malcolm Ashford and 

the Executive Assistant, Angie Bender. Devena asked the scrutineers to identify 

themselves to the members.  There were no objections to the presence of guests. 

Members were reminded that portions of the meeting might be recorded. 
 

 
 

2.0     PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
 

President Devena gave her President’s Report and in it she outlined the 

accomplishments and challenges during the year. She expressed her thanks for the 

support of the Board, staff and the membership and said how much she enjoyed this 

term as President. She encouraged everyone to stay involved and commit to the 

betterment of the profession. 

She also thanked the local organizing committee for doing a great job organizing 

Congress.  

                

3.0     CALL TO ORDER 
 

 

3.1      RULES OF ORDER 

 
President Devena called the 2018 Annual General Meeting to order at 8:05am and drew 

the members’ attention to the materials they received upon registration (voting sheets 

and ballots), and the materials placed on the tables (Annual General Meeting Special 

Rules, Budget and Financial Statements). 

She reminded the guests that they were not entitled to vote. There was no objection to 

proceeding with the meeting using the Special Rules. 

 

3.2     QUORUM 

 
Terence Litavec2, BCSLS Vice President, reported well over 25 voting 

members present, thus satisfying the quorum requirements of 25 voting 

members set by Bylaw 9.3.3 

 
 

4.0       ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

President Devena asked if there was a motion to approve the agenda as circulated. 

[Agenda is on the tables] The agenda has been on the BCSLS website for some time 

and served as official notice of this meeting. 
 

MOTION: by member Sian Nuttall, second by Marcela Navarro 
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“To accept the agenda as circulated to all members.” Devena: those in favour of the 

motion to approve the agenda as circulated were asked to raise the green voting sheets 

…. 

Those opposed                 MOTION CARRIED 
 

 
 

5.0       2017 AGM MINUTES 
 

The minutes were published and circulated to members via the BCSLS web site and 

additional copies have been placed on the tables today.  These minutes have been adopted 

by the BCSLS Board of Directors earlier.  Are there any questions? There were no 

questions. 
 
 

6.0       REPORTS FROM THE BOARD  
 

Due to the potential of a long discussion to deal with the Special Resolutions on the         

agenda individual reports from each Director will not be made this year.  
 

 

7.0       NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT, ELECTION OF OFFICERS  

 

Malcolm reported that the Board of Directors have approved in principle the new 

BCSLS bylaws for presentation to the membership for ratification today. 

Consequently, on the assumption that the bylaws will be approved, the Board decided 

to conduct this year’s election of officers according to the procedure in the new 

bylaws. This is the way it will be done moving forward.  

 

The new procedure will see the membership elect Directors at Large rather than 

directors for specific positions on the Board. The Board itself will determine who will 

fill the various Board positions at its first meeting after the AGM.  

 

Four names were put forward after an official call for nominations. The Board previously 

made the following motion:              

• Be it resolved: Marcella Navarro, Alex Purdy, Marianne Jiang and Anne Megan-

Berg to be added to the board as Directors at Large.  

• Moved to appoint all to the board - Motion: Bill Johnston, 2nd Sian Nuttall Carried 

• Bill Johnston had previously been re-elected by acclamation.         

 
 

8.0       FINANCES OF THE SOCIETY 
 

Bill Johnston, BCSLS Treasurer, stated that he would like to put forth the BCSLS 

Financial Statements for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2018 and the Budget for the 

fiscal year 2018/19. These are at the tables for your perusal. 

 
Mr. Johnston discussed the small loss from operations and the equity position in 

detail. The loss this year was much less than the two previous years and it appears we 

have turned a corner. Membership is growing again and that is good.  

 

The Budget for 2018-2019 is also on the tables. This budget was initially approved by 

the Board in early 2018. We are budgeting for a small surplus this next year and 

hopefully that will transpire.  
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That said Mr. Johnston moved the following: 

 
MOTION: Mr. Johnston moved that “the 2017-2018 BCSLS Financial Statements be 

approved as circulated.”   Seconded by Devena Steinmann, MOTION CARRIED.  

 

NOTE: There was no necessity to approve the 2018-19 budget, as it has already been 

approved by the BCSLS Board, based on membership fees approved at the 2016 AGM. 

•    Member Fees 2019/ 2020 – No increase being proposed for 2019-2020. 

 
Mr. Johnston thanked the membership for their support. 

 
 

9.0       NEW BUSINESS –  

 

Malcolm referred to the official notice given appropriately to the membership about the 

consideration of two Special Resolutions being put forward today.  

 

The two Resolutions have been posted for the required period of time. 

 

The two Resolutions deal with a new BCSLS Constitution and Bylaws that are required 

by the new Society Act and these will need to be submitted to Victoria by November of 

this year, if approved by the membership.  

 

The two resolutions are attached to these minutes as an Appendix. 

 

Malcolm explained some of the more important changes to the bylaws and answered any 

questions the membership had. 

 

Motion: 

 

To approve the new BCSLS Constitution and bylaws as posted and as discussed at the 

2018 BCSLS AGM. 

 

Moved by Devena Steinmann, seconded by Bill Johnston, CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY   

 

             

10.0     QUESTION PERIOD (Chaired by President Devena) 

 
NOTE: Under this agenda item any member may bring forward a question or concern 

or make a recommendation to the board of directors.  It is intended for this part of the 

meeting to be informal to encourage input from the membership to the officers. You do 

not need to make a formal motion in order to speak. 

 

There were no questions. 
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11.0     PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 
 

President Devena presented special awards for outstanding service to the Society: 

 
GOLD AWARD – Jameel Khan, Lynn Simpson, Richard Walker,  

SILVER AWARD – Eleanor Hooley, Sian Nuttall,  

BRONZE AWARD – Franca Gagliardi, Miki Mousouloitis [BD]  

AWARDS of MERIT – Were distributed to the Congress 2018 Committee  

 

PAST PRESIDENT’S GAVEL – Larry Wright 
 

SERVICE AWARDS – Dawn Hutchinson 

 

Corporate Awards  

 

• Sponsor/Vendor awards (new for 2018) 
 Platinum = Beckman Coulter; Gold = Ortho Clinical and BD; Silver = 
Lifelabs and VIHA 

 

 

 
 

12.0     CONGRESS 2019 in New Westminster at the Anvil Centre.  
 

Malcolm gave an overview of Congress 2019 in New West and invited everyone to 

attend.  

 
 

13.0     RESOLUTIONS 

 
MOTION: Danielle Campbell moved the following “COURTESY RESOLUTION” 

 
We the members and guests of the 2018 Annual General Meeting of the British 

Columbia Society of Laboratory Science extend our THANKS to the following people: 

 

1.   To all members of the BCSLS board, those finishing their terms and those newly 

elected 

 
2.   To all volunteers contributing to BCSLS work on committees, or on 

individual projects 

 
We add our congratulations to members of the profession with significant achievements 

during the past year: 

 
1.   BCSLS members successful in their pursuit of advanced certificates, degrees and 

continuing education courses 

 
2.   BCSLS service award winners in 2018 
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Many thanks and congratulations to all of you! A special thank you to those who saw a 

need and filled it. 

 
MOTION: Seconded by Marcella Navarro   CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

14.0     NEXT AGM 
 

President Devena announced that the next AGM of the BCSLS will be held  

at Congress 2019 on Saturday Oct. 5, 2019 in New Westminster, BC.  

 
The President accepted a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 am 

 

 

Malcolm Ashford 

Executive Director 

BCSLS  

malcolm@bcsls.net 

 

Appendix One: 

 

Special Resolutions [2] 

 

 

1) The section 2 of the BCSLS Constitution be repealed and replaced with the attached 
new section 2 (“purposes”); 
 The BCSLS executive director file this change on-line through BC Registry Services as 
part of the Society’s transition to the New Act and that this transition take place on such 
a date as the Board may direct 
 
Purposes 

 The purposes of the Society are: 

(a) to promote the professional identity and interests of Medical Laboratory 

Technologist (MLTs) and Medical Laboratory Assistant (MLAs); 

(b) to promote continuing and advanced education in all disciplines within the 

profession of Medical Laboratory Technology; 

(c) to cooperate and liaise with the Society’s counterparts in other provinces and 

countries; 

(d) to promote good working relationships with other health care professions; 

(e) to liaise with government and its agencies; 

(f) to support the regulation of the profession of Medical Laboratory 

Technology under BC’s Health Professions Act; 

(g) to encourage the recruitment of students into the profession of Medical 

Laboratory Technology; 

(h) to cooperate and liaise with the post-secondary educational programs that 

train members of the profession of Medical Laboratory Technology; 

(i) to promote compliance with the Code of Professional Conduct of the 

Canadian Society for Medical Laboratory Science. 

 

 

 

mailto:malcolm@bcsls.net


6  

2] Also, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1) The current Bylaws be repealed and replaced with the New Bylaws, dated 
for reference September 12, 2018; 
2) The BCSLS executive director file the New Bylaws on-line through BC Registry 
Services as part of the Society’s transition to the New Act and that this transition take 
place on such a date as the Board may direct. 
3) The BCSLS executive director be authorized to make such changes to the New Bylaws 
as the membership may approve before they are filed on-line, including any required 
editorial changes 
 
Both approved Unanimously by the BCSLS Membership at AGM 2018.  


