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May 8, 2019 

 

The Honourable Adrian Dix 

Minister of Health 

HLTH.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

I write to you today on behalf of the Canadian Society for Medical Laboratory Science 

(CSMLS).  We are the national professional association and certification body for Canada’s 

medical laboratory technologists and assistants. We represent nearly 14,000 medical 

laboratory professionals, including over 1,800 in the province of British Columbia.  We work 

closely with the British Columbia Society of Laboratory Science (BCSLS). 

 

Since the application for regulation was approved in 2016, the BCSLS, along with Canadian 

Association of Medical Radiation Technologists-BC, the BC Society of Respiratory Therapists 

and the BC Society of Clinical Perfusionists have been working closely with Ministry staff to 

develop the ministerial regulations that would establish a new allied health professionals 

umbrella College. Preparing the details of the framework for the college has been a lengthy 

and collaborative project. 

 

This letter is in response to the recent report by Harry Cayton, “An Inquiry into the 

Performance of the College of Dental Surgeons of British Columbia and the Health Professions 

Act”.  In the Cayton report, he stresses the justification for “creating a multi-occupation 

college, as has been done in Ireland and the UK.  These occupations should be high risk.” 

The umbrella college that has been worked on is this model.   

 

We understand that the regulatory framework for health care professionals in BC could 

benefit from significant reform. However, in the interest of public safety, it seems 

inappropriate that the work to date may be shelved after years of work.   We are concerned 

about the recommendation to “place a moratorium on creating any new colleges and should 

consult on how any occupations currently under consideration for regulation could be 

registered with an existing college”. This work could take several years, during which time 

these four professions would continue to be unregulated.    

 

Without regulation, these professions have no recognized scope of practice, no mandatory 

continuing education/competence requirements and lack a mechanism by which the public 

may report concerns about care they have received from Medical Laboratory Technologists, 

Radiation Therapists, Respiratory Technologists and Clinical Perfusionists.  

 

A potential delay or deferral in the formation of the umbrella college is not in the interest of 

public safety.  The residents in BC have a right to expect that they will be cared for by 

professionals that are qualified, competent and current in their practice.  
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CSMLS requests that you take our concerns into consideration and, in the interest of public 

safety, proceed to the planned public consultation with the aim of implementing the new 

umbrella college in 2020. We would appreciate the opportunity to meet to discuss this 

matter in more detail and we further would like to offer any assistance we can in bringing 

this new umbrella college to fruition.  

 

Sincerely 

                                                                                                              
 

Christine Nielsen        Maria Klement 

Chief Executive Officer        President 

 

 

CC: 
The Honorable Mike Farnworth, MLA: Port Coquitlam, Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General 

The Honorable Judy Darcy: MLA: New Westminster, Minister of Mental Health and Addictions 

Norm Letnick, MLA: Kelowna Lake Country, Official Opposition: Health Critic  

Andrew Weaver: MLA: Oak Bay-Gordon Head, Leader of the Third Party 

Sonia Furstenau: MLA: Cowichan Valley 

Mark McKinnon, Executive Director, Professional Regulation and Oversite 

 


