
Update on the new College of Diagnostic and Therapeutic Health Professions 

[CDTHP] – August 2019.  

Going into this past spring the only remaining steps for launching the new regulatory college for 

MLTs and 3 other professions were: 

• Posting for public review the draft College Regulations, these go out for 90 days of 

comment. The regulations are finished.  

• After a 90-day public review the Ministry collates feedback & will make any change if 

required (minimal change is expected because of the large number of stakeholders 

already consulted]. 

• Minister Dix signs off on the regulations and College is official 

 

Our umbrella college, “the College of Diagnostic and Therapeutic Health Professions” was 

designated under the Designation Regulation [HPA] as a college over two years ago by the 

Provincial Cabinet. Although this was not the final step in implementation of a college, we were 

soon to be at the eleventh hour [11:59 and counting].  

 

Then, recently, the Provincial Government commissioned an inquiry by Harry Cayton into the 

College of Dental Surgeons of BC, the report is now complete and titled “An Inquiry into the 

performance of the College of Dental Surgeons of BC [part one] and the Health Professions Act 

[part two]”. 

 

The two main concerns for the BCSLS and our proposed umbrella college from the Cayton 

report [Part Two] are the recommendations: 

1. a moratorium on new colleges 

2. no new colleges should be formed 

 

Part Two of the Cayton report discusses regulation of all health professions. We are primarily 

concerned with sections 9.32 and 10.21 [above]. We agree with many of the recommendations in 

Part 2 plus our proposed College of Diagnostic and Therapeutic Health Professions already 

meets some of the most important recommendations in the report i.e. 

• Regulatory College is separate from our professional society, BCSLS 

• Increased Transparency (members of public on the college board) 

• An “Umbrella College” with multiple professions [4]  

• Single code of ethics for multiple professions 

• Assessment of risk of harm from occupations. All four professions going into our college 

were already identified as high risk by the Ministry of Health. 

 

In response to Part Two of the Cayton report, the provincial government has formed a Steering 

Committee composed of the Honourable Adrian Dix, Minister of Health, Mr. Norm Letnick, 

health critic for the Official Opposition and Ms. Sonia Furstenau, health critic and house leader 



for the BC Green Party. The Steering Committee asked for input from the BCSLS and other 

stakeholders by this past June 14th. 

 

The BCSLS submitted a comprehensive and collective response with the other 3 professions in 

the proposed College of Diagnostic and Therapeutic Health Professions. We are asking that the 

formation of our college not be delayed and we are supported by some very important healthcare 

stakeholders in the province.  

 

The Health Sciences Association [HSA] also responded to the Cayton Report with a very 

comprehensive and well thought out response from their legal counsel and their policy analyst.  

 

“Part Two of the Report is deeply flawed. It should not provide the basis of changes to the 

Health Professions Act. While it is apparent that the author of the Report has much experience in 

relation to professional regulation, his Report is much more along the lines of what one would 

expect as testimony to an inquiry committee rather than as sound findings based on solid 

evidentiary footing after hearing evidence from a broad range of stakeholders and affected 

public. “ 

 

“Overall, HSA is disappointed with the Report. We are concerned that the author based many of 

the assumptions and conclusions reflected in the report on little or no evidence. In some places a 

concern or comment made by a member of the public, without any evidence that there are any 

legitimate grounds for the concern, are given great and undue importance in the Report.” 

 

In other words, a lot of fluff and little substance. [Editorial comment]  

 

Upon enquiring about the status of the report and the Steering Committee recently, the writer 

received the following response for a Ministry executive: 

 
“I have no new information for you currently. As we discussed in our last call, the Cayton report 

does suggests a moratorium on the creation of new colleges.  The steering committee has met and is 

considering suggestions in the report and what they may mean for creation of new colleges and 

designation of new professions, particularly diagnostics and therapeutic professionals.  

       Recommendations from the steering committee could include (but are not limited to), regulation of 

the new professions by existing colleges, moving forward with a new college, or looking for another 

way to regulate professionals in this province.  

       However, any changes would at the end of the day need to be endorsed by Cabinet. 

As I said previously, we will be keeping stakeholders including yourself informed as more information 

becomes available.  We are also trying to make sure that our website is updated with any new 

information as it becomes available and I encourage you to keep an eye on that as well.”  

While it is extremely frustrating to endure this delay after decades of hard work, we are 

hopeful that the new College will proceed soon or at the very least some form of regulation 

will apply to MLTs eventually, one way or another.  

Malcolm Ashford, Executive Director, BCSLS 604. 765-4775  



 

 


